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nel l'l'lll..l and l'-; \|‘t.|l\

built their dream house in the
wooded hills north of Fort

Worth, they had no

left for |.‘1H\1\.“.P|:l;. Bur as luck would

moncs

have i, Joe's mother and sister in Bellevue

needed to thin their ins beds just then
Ihey gave the couple two hastoric varietses
of the regal flower, one a smoky violet,
the other a delicate combinanon of vellow
and pink,

"We didnt even know whar kinds of
inses they were ar first,” Joe Spears savs
During his search 1o learmn the registered
names of the flowers, which soon natural
ized among the thick stand of post vak
trees that surrounds ther log home, Joe
l')l \lt"\? ”- ".'.lr'\ name

1918:;

became hooked.
was Sindikha, a vanety dating to
the vellow-and-pink beauty was Quaker
Lady, datng to 1909, The latter, Joe and
Donna leamed, may have been the first
hybrid iris introduced in the United States
e Howers' beauty and hardiness, as well

as their history, fascinated the couple and

l..'~[‘.!.‘f LTS wsiness they have been
collecting and selhing both
modern and h

What

grew nto Amevle

SLOTIC rIses

began as a hobby in the 1980

Acres, the Spears” he

hased business, which now boasts mon

than 1,700 vaneties of Texas-hardy, beard
ed irises. With more than 600 old vanctes

in the collecton, Arevie Acres 1s amone the
hers of histong irses

clude the Nanonal Muscun

History, part of the Srarh

NADON'S toP five

swpp
Coustomers
of Amenca
soman Instituton n

}':n..

Historic Site

A\ ¢ .I\"l!ll;.',[l n, DA
rick Law Olmsted Namx

n Broc -L.I";'_ \l_h\,h NUSCTTS

and the

Despate the pleasure of supplving such

notable customers, Joe says he and Donna

CNIOY Mtroducing 1Irsces to gardenming

DOVIOCS Just as maxch |II‘~("- AIC FCany S

casv.,” he savs. "l well l‘t‘-l,‘h‘ LO WatLer the

only twice—the day they plant them and

the next day Atrer thar, normal Texas

rainfall 1akes care of the rest. In face,

riscs “summer over” betrer withour extra

WwWatcr, '-N. Savs
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{ Dy

ost irises bloom about

the same Time tnat
equally plucky wildflow-
ers, such as Indian paine-
brush, winecups, and blueboanets, peak in
spring. Unlike wildflowers, though, inses
have clegant, ap!hd foliage that can look
pood most of the vear. Even better, some
varieties are re-bloomers that send out
another rush of color in the fall
Faking its name from the Greek goddess
of the raimbow, who linked beaven and
carth along her silken robe of many colors,
Iris—a genus with 300 species and in the
same botanical family as gladiolss and
freesia—blooms in almaost the entire ran-
bow of colors, True red is the only hold
out. *Many hvbridizers have tred to make
y red 1Ins” ’l\' Says “Cectting that color
would be like Ainding the Holy Grai
Arlingron resident Vincent  Chrstopher
s, \\ll\l ;l’lh\l“ll\'\'\ INscs .1!];5 H'r--\l!h s
several new varieties cach year through
Argyle Acres, savs thar a few bearded 1ns
es have red in ll]'.' lu.‘:rd thart S the ."U\h\‘
the

hairs that extend onto the “falls,”

name for the lower three petals). Because
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pink inses contam lycopene, the same sub
stance that makes tomatoes red, Vincem
belicves that someday someone will pro-
duce an ennirely red flower.

Hybridizers create new varieties 1o pro-
duce flowers with better color, longevity, or
-ll']l.'l' \|L|.1|'ll-_'\ J-'-?l"n' to make a best
sceller. One such winner, with lacy, ruffled
Salls,

['t'.||\ of coral-pink, is the Beverly

in all-time tavorite
developed in 1979 and
named for the re

nowned Amernican
soprano. Orthers

fetch prizes ar one of

¥
2

the American Iris
Society's many re-
gional iris shows

At the annual show
organized by the
Fort Worth Tris Se

7, 2004, ar the

Fort Worth Botanic Garden),

ciety (Apnl 1

the Spears have walked away

with "best historic,” “queen of show,”
“sweepstakes,” and other top prizes.
Most inses can bring subtle and sophisn
cated fragrances into the house. Others bring
1o mind childhood treats, such as the smell
of Grape Nehi soda that wafts from inses

named Grape Sitvation and

Grapette.
Bearded inses can have unseen plant prop-
erties that [‘l-'dml .lnl\f\.'.',,:
Satlor

oot beer.) On the other hand,

ATOMAS.
September smclls uncanmily hike
there are a
few strikingly beaunful blooms thar do nos
smell very good, and Donna suggests that
they simply stay in the garden

ISLOFKC  vancnes ochned as
those more than 3
femaIn a passion for ©h

and artract the attenton of gar

den designers in Otes far
near. For example, Tower Grove Park,
St. Lous, Missouri, and the Bavless
Selby House, in Denton, selected Vi
TOMIAN-CTa INISCS APPropnare for thar s

toric-preservation projects. Atter Donna

hat financier Heary Shaw had
Tower Grove Park,

agiscovered

donated the land for



she semt the park several rhizomes of the
historic varniety that bears Shaw’s name
“Lirthe things like thar happen all the rime,
and thar makes it a lor of tun,” she says.
For four years, Joe served as president of
the Historic Iris Preservanon Socicty, a
national branch of the Amencan Ins Sociery
thar works to identify and preserve vanenes
at least 30 years old. Joe 15 quick 1o pount
out that hustoric vaneties aren’t nooessandy
the most expensive ones, *Older vanctes
aren't always rare, so supplies make them
nexpensive. Sometmes they're just hardy,
and thar's why they're snll around and
populag™ he says. Swertii, a small inis with
markings on the lower petals thar look like
rows of blue embroidery stitches, is one of
the earliest inses recorded in European hor
niculoure. ke dates o 1612 and is the oldest

variety grown at Argyle Acres,

ach April, the Spears open
their hilltop garden for free vis
its most afternoons, Visstors are
welcome to walk among the
terraced beds, where markers identifv the
hundreds of vaneties, Although not open to
the public, one held north of Argvle and
another near Keller have hundreds more
varietics. During the open davs, the Spears
go to the felds nearly every evening to cut
flowers and bring them back to the display
garden, The blooms, their dentficanon
tags twirling in the breeze, fill big, green

glass vases on a dozen tables placed

shines

l.'.',ll!

through the oak mees as if spothighting the

wound the hous Dappled

Howers, making the garden a favorite spot

tor arnists to do a bat of plen-air pamting,

When Argvk

enlist the help of Denton County

s open, the Spears
Master

new

A
WIes
Gardeners to answer questions on

varieties and wavs to care tor irises,
\il:t(l(lj.’_?\ YISHHOTS Come from as far away
as lowa and Montana, most are Texans
Many, n

ve made a tradmon of vissiing on Easter

who drive out cach vear fact,
Sunday, still dressed m therr inery bur out
fitted with sturdy walking shoes. “They
are repeat customers, back for more new
plants,” savs Master Gardener Tina
Litherland of Argvle

Some visitors find their appreciation for
irises deepening just as it did for the Spears.
Rindie Egan of Collevville rustied several
old vaneties of inses after she stumbled
upon them bloom ng determinedly in the
abandoned garden of a house being torn
down. A frustrated beginning gardener,
she was thrilled when the plants thrived.
“Other kinds of plants thar | bought never
made it,” savs Rindic.

Later, when Rindie visited Argyle Acres
(whose Web site she had used in an effort
to 1D her new planis), the display garden
renewed her hope for a green thumb,

After l“ even when there s monev leht
over tor landscaping, any gardener wants
thar spray of color and beauty that wil

last longer than a rainbow, %

It’'s Iris Time

THE DISPLAY - /
GARDEN of :‘-: s
Argyle Acres will =

1 = r v
open daily 125 -
/».n.. . . ®
e J

p.m. from Sat
Apt. 10 twough
Aot 25

2004 (closed Ape

el

.
Sun ARGTLE

16). Much of the garden is whesichar acoess
ble. To reach the garden from 135 West, take
807

Bt 76 and travel ast on P 407 abount 16

miks 10 Seeecrest R, Tum south on Stoneoest

and tawel & hat

nike; tum west on Forest T
and tavel 0.6 mies; wrn south on Poneer
Crdle 10 910 Poneer Crde East, Write 10 Argyie
Acres irs Ganden, 910 Pioneer Circle East
226-6714; 940/464-3680; empi
NSesPargy

gyle 7

SCIES.COM, www.argyleacres
com. (Nong with 2@ map and 8 glossary, the
wab site nciudes moare than BOO photas and

descrptions of exas-hardy, bearded ifses. )

CLUBS T=as has 14 local dubs affliated

with the American Ins Soclety (national com
vention is Ape 19-24 in Fresno, California)
Amang the most active clubs: Fort Worth inis
Society (anwal show Apr. 17, 2004, at the

Fort Worth Botanic Garden), Peggy Hamnis, Pres
2605 Whinehawen St. North, Collepwille 76034
wvn Sartworthinis. org, Iris Society of Austin

Pat Byme, Pres., 1102 Aster, Katy 77493, South
Plains Iris Society, Dr. Bily Skilman, Pres
5402 26t St Lubbock 79407, Yexoma Ints
Society, Martha McDowell, Pres., Box 338 Avna
75409. Waco s Society, Sue Swanner CoMen
Pres., Box 443, Cion 76634, Piney Woods s
Society, John Middleton, Pres., Rt 3, Bax 218
Mount Pieasant 75455, For a complete Ist of
Tesas clubs, visit www rises,ong

BO0KS Look for the fallowing books in your
library or bookstore: The Workd of Inses, ed. by
Bee Warburton (American Iris Sotety, 2nd prmt
Ing. 1986). e Lowsiana Ins by Marie Callet
(Timber Press, 2000), The Gardener’s las Book
by Wilkam Shear (Taunton Press, 2002), and s
Flower of e Ranbow by Graeme Grosvenor
(Smon & Schuster intl,, 1939)

PEGGY HEINKEL-WOLFE is an award-w

frectance ars and culture writer, Several dozen
IFESOs, DOTWOED an unruly wissena ‘xl'\l R IENAOOUS
red-hog poker, grixe the fow Cr '(\1 mn fromt of her

jant yanctues of inses at \':.' e Acre
et photographer MICHAEL AN

i DAt

I had never vis

thoral fanasa near s hometown
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